Lobositz: Frederick’s First Battle
of the Seven Years War

By James J. Mitchell

The conclusion of the First and Second Silesian Wars had been anything but
satisfactory from the standpoint of Maria Theresa of Austria. Faced with a
daunting array of enemies seeking to carve up her multi-ethnic and sprawling
Hapsburg dominions and fighting with an army that was not up to the caliber of
that of her principal opponent, Frederick the Great of Prussia, she had been
forced to accept the humiliation of ceding Silesia to the land-hungry despot so
as to avert disasters elsewhere. In the interlude of peace following the Treaty of
Dresden, her thoughts turned toward the eviction of her new found béte noir, the
upstart King of Prussia, from her beloved Silesia and its eventual restoration to
its proper status as a territory of the Hapsburg crown. Accordingly, resources
were poured into the rebuilding of the Austrian army and plans for a future war
were drafted.

On the diplomatic front a series of
anti-Prussian  alliances had been
successively forged with the states of
France,' Russia, and Sweden. These
maneuverings did not go unnoticed by
Frederick, who, learning that he was to
be attacked in the spring of 1757,
decided to strike first. The Austrians
were not quite prepared for war, but,
upon learning of  Frederick’s
preparations, they too began to
mobilize.

Frederick erroneously believed that
the Saxons had formed a secret
alliance with the Austrians. Acting on
this belief, on August 29, 1756, he )
crossed the Saxon border with some |sZew 217 LBl Bl s
60,000 men in three columns. The T e Ol fbarit € hrwituns
Saxons, outnumbered and outclassed, ' o
could only protest their neutrality and WM
retreat to a fortified camp near the
town of Pima overlooking the west
bank of the Elbe River. Here they
hoped to hold out until relieved by an

General Browne in Later Life
From The Wild Goose and the Eagle.
By Christopher Duffy

3 This is referred to as the famous “reversal of alliances.”
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Austrian relief force being gathered together by Field Marshal Ulysses
Maximilian von Browne, a capable general of Irish ancestry who had
distinguished himself several times in the previous war. The Saxons, less a few
detached units that were able to escape, were surrounded by a Prussian
observation corps while another Prussian corps of around 28,500 men under
General Keith drove deep into Bohemia. This corps was intended to block any
relief attempts by the Austrians as well as to gather in forage from the
surrounding countryside in anticipation of the coming winter.
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Browne in the interim was putting together a force and a plan designed for
the eventual succor of the Saxon troops. The Saxons, with their leadership still
trying to bargain for some sort of neutrality agreement with the king of Prussia,
appeared disinclined for the moment to try to break out of their encirclement
and march for Bohemia, a scheme that Browne had vainly espoused. Browne’s
new plan was to march along the west bank of the Elbe with the bulk of his
army as a diversion, intending to distract Frederick from his real purpose, which
was to send a flying column of some 18,000 souls across to the east side of the
river whence they would force march to Pirna and extract their reluctant Saxon
allies right from under the nose of their Prussian adversaries. As a strong
blocking position, Browne had chosen advantageous ground in the vicinity of
the town of Lobositz.

The site of the struggle is possibly the most visually striking of all the
Frederician battlefields. Located on the west bank of the Elbe, the town of
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Lobositz itself lies to the south of a funnel-shaped plain whose northern, narrow
end debauches from the last of a series of mountain ranges via a valley known
as the Paschkopole. On either side this valley is dominated by two eminences;
that on the western side was known as the Homolkaberg (Sugar Loaf Hill) and
that on the east, the towering 572-meter high Loboschberg whose wild, steep
peak was crowned with dense vegetation and whose lower slopes were
crisscrossed with vineyards, stone huts, and stone fences.

Rather than attempting to “cork the funnel” by interposing his army in the
upper end of the narrow valley, a position which might have been vulnerable to
the enemy artillery and from which he could have been outflanked by the
Prussians via his left, Browne chose to post his army in a fine position
immediately behind the slow-moving Morellenbach, a small stream which had
been dammed up by the locals as it wended its lazy way down to the Elbe
forming a series of fish ponds, reservoirs, and morasses, all easy to defend but
difficult to take. Where the slow-moving stream veered to the south, nearly in
the center of the Austrian position, Fate was kind enough to place a sunken road
running east and west from the Morellenbach all the way to Lobositz itself.

Browne chose to lay the bulk of his army behind the Morellenbach and
deployed his avant-garde on the right in the open in a line running from before
Lobositz to just north of the town of Welhotta. The rugged slopes of the
Loboschberg he festooned with some 2,000 Croats whose mission was to
embarrass the flank of the Prussians and interfere with their deployment. In a
departure from textbook deployment practices, Browne established his right
wing cavalry, including all the elite companies, in the open ground to the north
of the sunken road, effectively placing them in his center. Here they would be
able to take full advantage of the only good maneuver ground to be had at this
venue. He further buttressed the center by placing his heavy guns to its
immediate right and deploying additional Croats at the site of the sunken road.
Immediately behind the sunken road were placed the Cuirassier regiments of
Stampach (CR10) and Cordua (CR14). Browne’s plan was to take advantage of
the Prussian doctrine of seizing the tactical initiative by drawing the Prussian
army into a series of well prepared killing fields by which he hoped to take
advantage of the ground and make his opponents pay dearly for every inch of
ground gained. A keen eye for terrain coupled with an inspired deployment of
his troops to take best advantage of the uniqueness of the ground would prove to
be the saving grace of the Austrian army on this field.

Meanwhile, an anxious and irritable Frederick had become dissatisfied with
the slow rate of Keith’s progress into Bohemia, so he had elected to lead that
column himself while retaining Keith as his second in command. Continuously
harassed by parties of Hungarian light infantry, the Prussians trudged
deliberately down the valley with the King at the head.
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The morning air of October 1st, 1756, was heavy with a dense, impenetrable
fog as the Prussians began issuing forth from the southern end of a low range of
mountains known as the Mittel-Gebirge and onto the outlying plains. The
foremost battalions of Keith’s corps, with the King himself accompanying them,
soon collided with advanced elements of Browne’s deploying army, which had
been hurrying up the west bank of the Elbe. In a literal illustration of the “fog of
war,” Frederick, able to see very little in the obscuring mists’ and influenced
more than a little by wishful thinking, mistakenly thought that he had contacted
the Austrian rear guard, wrongly interpreting some Austrian movements and the
faint and unsteady musket fire of the Croats as indications of a retreat. Frederick
impetuously ordered an attack. The Prussians advanced in three columns of
infantry followed by their cavalry. Quickly seizing the Homolkaberg, about
whose slopes their cavalry had already begun massing, they erected thereon a
battery of five 12 pdrs, four 24 pdrs, and at least one howitzer, all under the
command of Lt. Col. Moller. On the Prussian lefi, as three Prussian battalions
entered the vineyards of the Loboschberg, they were saluted by a brisk fire from
the Croats, who, happy to be in their element, made good use of the rough
terrain to render themselves practically invisible to the opposing lines of
infantry. The time was around 7:30 in the morning.

The main battle was joined when the Austrian batteries began hombarding
the Prussian infantry as it issued forth from the valley to deploy. This fire was
answered by the Prussian guns on the Homolkaberg; a bombardment which
caused many casualties among the Austrian cavalry, which continuously
deployed and redeployed into a variety of formations as a bid to keep the
Prussian gunners off their mark. The sound of the bombardment carried all the
way up the valley of the Elbe so far as to be audible to the Saxons hunkered
down at Pirna. The Austrian artillery fire was as telling as that of the Prussians,
sweeping away whole files of infantry and mortally wounding generals Kleist
and Quadt. On the Austrian side, General Radicati, commanding the left wing
cavalry of the first line, fell dead, a Prussian cannonball assisting in the casting
off of his mortal coil.

As the battle unfolded, the Ausirian avant-garde on the right was reinforced
by the regiments of Browne and Jung Colloredo which General Lacy had
ordered up from Leitmeritz. Brown took control over the Austrian right and
pave the infantry behind the Morellenbach to General Kolowrat.

As Frederick established his headquarters atop the Homolkaberg, a position
which, given the fog, afforded at best an entirely mediocre view of the situation,

1 Frederick later characterized the view of the battlefield as if it were seen ™. . .
through a crape. . .~ He further states: “The fog hid everything from us, and did
not disperse till half past eleven,” Frederick, Account of the Campaign of | 756
in Bohemia, Silesia, and Saxony by the King of Prussia, London, 1757, reprinted
by Old Battlefields Press, 1998, pp. 7.8,
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Bevern’s infantry were advanced up the Loboschberg to clear it of the Croats,
An apprehensive Frederick, frustrated by his inability to discern the placement
of the main body of Austrians, sent eight squadrons of cavalry consisting of the
Garde du Corps, the Gens d’Armes, and two squadrons of Prinz von Preussen,
all under Lt. Gen. Kyau, as a reconnaissance in force to divine their location.
Kyau was hesitant and made the mistake of expressing his misgivings, which
only succeeded in enraging Frederick whose judgment did not appear to be up to
form on this occasion. As this force finally advanced, its right flank was
enfiladed by Austrian grenadiers in Sullowitz, causing it to deviate to its left,
which laid open its right flank all the more. The second in command of the
Austrian cavalry of the right, General O'Donnell, who had assumed command
upon the death of Radicati, seized this moment to fall upon the exposed flank
with six squadrons of the dragoon regiment of Erzherzog Joseph. Recoiling
from the charge, the Prussian cavalry had to be rescued by the Bayreuth
dragoons who were now thrown into the melee, driving the Austrians as far as
the sunken road. Here the Croats, after first scattering to dodge the Prussian
horse, proceeded to pepper them with musketry fire while the cuirassier
regiments of Stampach and Cordua drove the survivors back to the base of the
Homolkaberg. As the remnants of the first Prussian cavalry assault withdrew, so
did the Austrian cavalry, the latter behind the shelter of their well-positioned
batteries.

During the first cavalry battle, the rest of the Prussian horse had filtered
through the intervening infantry units and formed up. Now these, uniting with
the remnants from the first cavalry battle, renewed the charge. This was in
obedience to a standing rule in the Prussian army that if the first line of cavalry
failed to break the enemy line, the second line was to initiate an attack without
waiting for orders to do so. A mortified Frederick watched in horror, for he did
not want this second assault to occur.” As a full fifty-nine squadrons comprising
some 10,000 troopers galloped across the plain towards an uncertain destiny,
Frederick could be heard shouting, “But, my God, whal is my Cavalry doing,
there it is attacking a second time, and who is it - who’s ordering this?"* The
charging horde quickly separated into two groups. That on the left was soon
stopped by Austrian musketry and artillery fire coupled with a counterattack by
three Austrian cuirassier regiments. The one on the right fared no better,
becoming bogged in the marshy banks of the Morellenbach where they became

* To quote Frederick: “The King at that time was for placing his cavalry behind
in a second line; but before this order could be brought, prompted by their
natural impetuosity, and a desire for signalizing themselves, charged a second
time . . .” Frederick, Ibid. p.8.

 “Mais, mon Dieu, que fait ma Cavalerie, voila qu’elle attaque une seconde
fois, et qui est - ce qui Iordonne?” A devout Francophile, Frederick had a
greater facility in French than he had in German and often spoke French in

preference to his so-called native tongue.
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easy victims of enemy musketry and cannon fire. Here Friedrich Wilhelm von
Seydlitz, of future fame at Rossbach and numerous other engagements, almost
fell prisoner to the Austrians were it not for the assistance of some Prussian
hussars who plucked him from the mud.

On the Prussian left the assault on the Loboschberg was not going well for
the Prussians, and Bevern called for reinforcements. The Croats now had eleven
battalions facing them, but, undaunted, they continued to fight with an iron will
that even commanded the respect of their opponents. With ammunition running
low, the Prussians adapted to the conditions of the terrain, abandoning closed
formations and picking and choosing their targets using individual fire.
Although a reinforcement of 120 grenadiers and 100 fusilier volunteers
earmarked as reinforcements for the Austrian right unaccountably never got
there, others were sent. Perceiving his left flank to be safe from any Prussian
tuning action, Browne placed six grenadier companies and three battalions
under Lacy’s command and sent them to bolster the Croats on the Loboschberg.

By 1:00 p.m. affairs had reached a crisis level for the Prussians. As the
surviving Prussian cavalry retreated back to the Homolkaberg, and with the
issue on the Loboschberg still in doubt, a sentiment akin to despondency
permeated the Prussian command. Frederick, believing that the Austrians were
preparing a counterattack, decided to quit the field in an eerie repetition of his
performance at Mollwitz fifteen years earlier, although his royal person was in
no immediate danger. Leaving the overall command in the hands of Keith, he
gave orders for Bevern to renew the assault on the Loboschberg and for Keith to
support this assault with his remaining infantry. With that, he departed “in order
to take fresh measures” as the General Staff work diplomatically states.

This abandonment proved to be a blessing for Frederick’s army, as Keith
could now run things unvexed by his volatile and agitated sovereign. Gradually
the Austrians, despite the reinforcements that General Lacy had thrown into the
fray, were finally pushed
off the Loboschberg and
forced back through the
burning streets of Lobositz.
After an hour of the most
intense fighting of the
battle, the Austrians were at
length forced out of the
town. They retreated in
good order. To maintain his
contact with the Elbe and to

buttress  his _”ght ﬂanl‘(' From The Wild Goose and the Eagle. By Christopher
Brown shifted his Duffv

uncommitted  left  wing
around to the plains behind Lobositz and Sullowitz. This rear guard action saved
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his army and prevented the Prussians from making any serious attempt at
exploiting their victory. By three o’clock the firing was over. Browne had
succeeded in extracting all of his artillery save for three wrecked field pieces.
Feeling his blocking mission accomplished, Browne ordered his army to fall
back to the town of
Budin. Frederick
meanwhile was actually
preparing orders for his
army to retreat when he
heard the news of the
sudden  reversal  of
fortune. The Prussians
remained for some time
at  Lobositz  giving
Browne the opportunity
that he needed to launch
an expedition of 8,000
infantry and 800 cavalry
for the relief of Pima.

Although the
Prussian casualties of
around 2,900-3,100
slightly exceeded those
of the Austrians who lost
2,863, their possession

of the field of battle [['7 o or powes
FITING CORFS, CCTOBER 1758

rendered  them  the ececorafpeyecfpmmny

technical victors, at least [ anner sk Passion 24y

in their own eyes. In o s Wil i amf o

reality, Browne had = 3

accomplished all his From The Wild Goose and the Eagle. By
declared objectives and Christopher Dufty

had merely reoccupied
his camp, withdrawing in good order unhampered by the Prussians. Furthermore
the Austrians had showed that they were not the same troops that Frederick was
used to rolling over as he had during the War of the Austrian Succession. He
was even shocked enough to seek Dutch mediation with a view Loward peace
before reverting to his usual contentious self somewhat later.

From Browne’s perspective, he had accomplished all that he could have
wished for at Lobositz and thus justifiably regarded it as a victory. He said later
that but for a lack of initiative on the part of some of his subordinates, he might
have been able to crush Frederick completely. On the Prussian side, it was that
very admirable initiative of the subordinate commanders who saved the day for
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Frederick. Frederick admitted in a letter to his brother that he had totally
mistead the Austrian deployment. Given the Prussian king’s poor performance,
it is no wonder that Browne had but small regard for Frederick’s abilities as 2
general. As to Browne's objectives, the Prussians had been drawn oft from
Pirna, thus weakening the blocking force there, the enemy advance on Prague
had been stopped, and a relief column had been dispatched to Pirna unnoticed
by the Prussians. Browne was to lead this expedition himself. The Pima
expedition came to naught, however, with the poorly led and demoralized
Saxons surrendering to the Prussians on October 14.

After a few more desultory movements on the parts of the respective armies,
they both finally went into winter quarters. The campaign of 1756 in Bohemia
had come to an end.

Order of Battle of the Prussian Army for the Battle of Lobositz

Commander - King Frederick, Marshal Keith, General - Prinz von Preussen

Lt. Gen. Prinz von Bevern Lt General Ferdinand Prinz von

Maj. Gen. Hulsen Braunschweiz-Waolfenhuttel

(IR 21 Hillsen - 2nd Bin, Maj. Gen. Quadt.

(IR 17} Manteuftel - 2 Bins. {IR 3} Ah-Anhalt - 3 Btns.

(IR 30}) Blankenses - 2 Btns, (IR 5% Alt-Braunschweig - 2 Bins.

{IR 7} Braunschwelg-Hevern - 2 Bins, (IR 93 Quadt v. Wickeradi - 2 Bins.

{5/20% Jung-Billerbeck (Gren.) - 1 Bin (IR 21) Hulzen - 1st Bin,
Unbrigaded Regiments:

{346) Kleist (Giren ) - 1 Ben. {24/34) Grumkow {Gren.) - | Bin.

Lt Gen Kleist

Maj. Gen. Zastrow Maj. Gen, Itzenplitz

(I 27) Kleist - 2 Bins, {17/22) Puttkamer (Gren_)- | Btn

{IR 36) Minchow - 2 Bins. (1R 13} Izenplitz - 2 Bins.

{IR 20) Zastrow - 15t Bin.

Marshal Gessler - Cavalry Commander

Lt. Gen, Katzler Lt. Gen Kyau

Maz). (zen. Luderitz Maj. (Fen Schonalch

{C5) Margrave Friedrich - 5 Sqdns. {C11) Leib-Carabinicrs - 5 Sqdns.
{C3) Leibregiment - 5 Sqdns. {CB) Rochow - 5 Sgdns,

Maj. Gen. Driesen Maj. Gen, Penevaire

(&) Schonaich - 3 Sqdns. {C13) Gardes du Corps - 1 Sqdn.
{37} Driesen - 5 Sqdns (C10) Gens d'nrmes - 5 Sqdns.

(C2) Prinz von Preussen - 5 Sqdns,
Lt. Gen. Schwerin

Maj. Gen. Orteen Lt. Gen, Katte
{Dd) Orizen - 5 Sgdns. Maj. Gen, Thruchsess
{123} Truchsess - 5 Sqdns, (25} Bayreuth - 10 Sqdns.

Unbrigaded:
{H1) Rt Sedkely “Green Hussars”- 400 Hussars

Artillery
30 12-pedrs., & 24-pdrs.. B 10 pdr, howitzers, & 4 50 pdr. Mortars
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Order of Battle of the Austrian Army

Commander - Marshal Maximilian Ulysses von Browne

FIRST LINE

General Lucchese General C. Kollowrat General Lucchese
Lt. Gen. E. Kollowrat Lt. Gen, W. Stahremberg Lt. Gen. Radicati
CAVALRY INFANTRY CAVALRY
Maj. Gen. LOwenstein Maj. Gen Wied Maj. Gen.

O'Donnell
(C21) Trautmannsdorf (6 Sqdns) (1) Kaiser (2 Btns.) (D1)E. H. Joseph (6
(C12) Serbelloni. (6 Sqdns) (10) J. Wolfenbuttle (2 Bins.)  Sqdns)
(D6) Liechtenstein. (6 Sqdns) (50) Harsch (2 Btns.) (C14) Cordua (6

Sqdns)

Gen, Perony (C33) Anspach (6

(29) Alt Wolfenbiittel (2 Bins.)  Sqdns)
(27) Baden-Durlach (2 Btns.)

Gen. Macquire

(11) Wallis (2 Bins.}

(47) Harrach
SECOND LINE g
Maj. Gen. Hedwiger Maj. Gen. Krottendorf Maj. Gen Lobkowitz
CAVALRY INFANTRY CAVALRY
(C29) Bretlach (6 Sqdns) (8) Hildburghausen (2 Btns.) (C4)E. H. Ferdinand
(C8) Carl Palfy (6 Sqdns) (17) Kollowrat (2 Btns.) {6 Sqdns)
(33) N. Esterhazy (2 Btns.) (C10) Stampach (6
(37) J. Esterhazy (2 Btns.) Sqdns)

Maj. Gen. Wolffersdorff
(49) Keuhl (2 Btns.)
(35) Waldeck (2 Btns.}

ARTILLERY

Gen. Feuerstein
70 3-pdr. guns, 12 6-pdr. guns. 6 12-pdr. guns, 6 howitzers, pontoon train

LIGHT TROOPS
Maj. Gen. Hadik Maj. Gen. Draskowitz Maj. Gen. Hadik
CAVALRY INFANTRY CAVALRY
(Hiii) Hadik {5 Sqdns) Bannalisten (2 Btns,) (H30) Baranyay (4
Carlstadter (2 Bins,) Sqdns)

Near Leitmeritz and the length of the Elbe as far as Schreckstein
Detachment under Graf Lacy

{20) Alt-Colloredo (2 Bins.}
(36) Browne (2 Bins.)
(D1) E. H. Joseph (1 Sqdn)
(D6) Lichtenstein (1 Sqdn)
(D7) Batthyany (1 Sqdn)
(D37) Kollowrat (1 Sqdn)
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LOBOSITZ
1 October 1756
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ERRATUM NOTE:

Much to my embarrassment, I have discovered that the Austrian Order of Battle
found on the “Seven Years War Battle Map #1 - Lobositz” sold through Old
Battlefields Press has an omission. 1 left out the Austrian right wing cavalry of
the first line under O’Donnell (see above). This will appear in corrected form on
future maps. Those who own this map should use the corrected OB above. I'm

sorry for the mistake. Ef, bien! La m--de se passe.
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